CLAIMS: 




(b) 



d. A method of filling a prescription for a medicament including a 
gnated amount of the medicament, said method comprising: 

(a\ retrieving a supply container of medicament corresponding to the 
prescription, there being prescription data corresponding to the 
prescription including the medicament stored in a computer, the 
ontainer having machine-readable container indicia thereon 
representative of the medicament therein; 

an indicia-reading device coupled with said computer to 
read\ said container indicia, to produce container data 
ative thereof, and to provide said container data to said 
computer; j 

in saig iWnptJter, comparing said container data and said 
prescripMon\data to determine a match therebetween; 
only if a match in step (c), prompting a printer to print a package 
label representative of said prescription; 

removing the designated amount of medicament from said 
container and plaping said designated amount into a package; 
and 

applying said package label to said package. 



(c) 
(d) 
(e) 



(f) 



2. 



The me 
medicament indicia o 
physical attribute of th 




(d) including the step of printing 
&bel representative of at least one 
medicament. _. 



The method of clain^2f step (d) including step of printing a word 
description of the medicament as said medicament indicia on said package 
label. 



% The method of claimJ3^ step (d) including the step of printing at 
least one of the shape, color pattern, color, scoring and form of the medicament 
as said medicament indicia on said package label. 

i 

Y^JS^ The method of claim^step (d) including the step of printing an 
image of the medicament as said medicament indicia on said package label. 
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The method of claim ^ the medicament having opposed faces, 
step (d) including the step of printing an image of both of said opposed faces 
as said medicament indicia on said package label. 

-r. The method of claim 2, the computer including a database of 
medicament data representative of selected physical attributes of selected 
medicaments including the prescription medicaments, step (c) including the 
step of retrieving medicament data corresponding to said prescription 
medicament from said database, step (d) including the step of printing 
10 medicament indicia corresponding to retrieved medicament data on said 

package label. 

/S7 The method of claim 1 , step (d) including the step of printing said 
package label corresponding to said prescription in a selected language. 

The method of claim 1, said prescription label being a first 
prescription label, step (d) including one of the steps of printing selected 
■s prescription data on said first prescription label in both a first and a second 

?* selected language, and printing a second prescription label corresponding to 

Q 20 said prescription in a selected language different from the language of said first 

■W prescription label. 

^O. The method of claim 1 , step (d) including the steps of printing the 
shape, color pattern, color, scoring and form of the medicament as said 
25 medicament indicia on said prescription label and printing an image of the 

medicament as said medicament indicia on said prescription label. 

(© °l 

}A. The method of claim jkeC said container indicia including a bar 
code, said indicia reading device including a barcode reader, step (b) including 
30 the step of using said bar code reader to read said bar code. 



y 



The method of claim 1 , said container indicia including a bar 
code, said indicia reading device including a barcode reader, step (b) including 
the step of using said bar code reader to read said bar code. 



35 




The method of claim 1, said bar code being a UPC code 



corresponding to one of the national drug code (NDC) number and the drug 
identification number (DIN), step (b) including the step of determining one of 
the national drug code (NDC) number and the drug identification number (DIN) 
corresponding to said medicament as said container indicia from said bar 
code. 

The method of claim 1 , step (d) including the step of prompting 
a printer to print said label with auxiliary information corresponding to said 
medicament. 




The method of claim 1, step (b) including the step of manually 



entering said container data into said computer when said container indicia is 
unreadable by machine. 

The method of claim 1 , step (a) including at least one of the steps 
of displaying the location of said supply container, displaying a word description 
of the medicament, and displaying an image of the medicament on a monitor 
coupled with said computer. 




10 




A medicament-dispensing apparatus for filling a prescription foF 
edicsament including a designated amount of the medicament, said 
apparatus, comprising: 

a prescription database including prescription data corresponding to a 

rescription to be filled including the medicament thereof; 
a computer including means for accessing said prescription database 
forvretrieving prescription data therefrom corresponding to the 
prescription to be filled; 
a printer coupled with said computer and operable to print a prescription 

label representative of the prescription; and 
an indicia-readn^|jdevice coupled with said computer and operable to 
read cont^^Mjjdicia on a supply container of a medicament, 
said container data being representative of the medicament 
contained in (he container, said device being operable to provide 
said containerdata to said computer, 
said computer includinca means for comparing said container data and 
said prescription oata to determine a match therebetween and in 
response, prompting^ said printer to print the prescription label. 



a - [k 



V^6T The apparatus of claim^Tsaid container indicia including a bar 
code, said indicia-reading device including a bar code reader. 



19>^The apparatus of claim 17 further including an attribute database 
including attribute^data reizfresentative of at least one physical attribute of the 
medicament, said cbfq^tery^ncludiiw'means for accessing said attribute 
database and for retrievihg^ttribyfe data therefrom corresponding to the 
prescription medicament sufd fol^ctivating said printer to print the prescription 
label with medicament indicia therebqrepresentative of at least one physical 
attribute of the prescription medicament 

\fi20. The apparatus of claimj#, said medicament indicia including at 
least one of the shape, color pattern, color, scoring and form of the 
medicament. 

^/Zff* The apparatus of claim >3, said medicament indicia including at 
least one image of the prescription medicament. 
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22. The apparatus of claim ^rl, the medicament indicia including a 
shape, color pattern, color, scoring and form of the prescription medicament. 



au- -ft* 4 

^23. The apparatus of claimlC the 



the prescription label being printed in 
a first language, said apparatus including a language database of language 
data representative of the prescription in a second language, said computer 
having means for accessing said language database and retrieving language 
data therefrom corresponding to a prescription, and for activating said printer 
to print a second prescription label in said second language. 

^34: The apparatus of claim J^, the prescription label being printed in 
a first language, said apparatus including a language database of language 
data representative of the prescription in a second language, said computer 
having means for accessing said language database and retrieving language 
data therefrom corresponding to a prescription, and for activating said printer 
to print additional prescription data thereon corresponding to said second 
language. 




The apparatus of claim JTTsaid bar code being a UPC code 
corresponding to one of the national drug code (NDC) number and the drug 
identification number (DIN) corresponding to said medicament, said computer 
being operable to determine one of said NDC number and DIN number from 
said bar code. 

>2tT The apparatus of claim 47, said prescription database including 
data representative of auxiliary information corresponding to said medicament, 
said computer including means for prompting said printer to print said label with 
said auxiliary information. 

jpt. The apparatus of claim J^ffurther including means for manual 
entry of said container data. 

The apparatus of claim said computer including means for 
displaying at least one of the location of a supply container corresponding to 
the medicament of the prescription, a word description of said medicament, 
and an image of said medicament. 
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"A metfio9"ofTi I ling a prescriptiorTfor^^ i rrg ^a^ 

de^ignatecka mount of the medicament, said method comprising: 

(a) ^receiving prescription data into a computer corresponding to a 
prescription to be filled, the prescription data including data 
representative of the prescription medicament; 
in saifcl computer, retrieving attribute data from an attribute 
databas^. said attribute data being representative of at least one 
physical attribute of the prescription medicament; 
printing a prescription label with prescription data thereon 
representative erf the prescription and with medicament indicia 
corresponding to s^id attribute data. 

29 step (b) including the step of retrieving 
ment as said attribute data. 



The method of claim^i^step (b) including the step of retrieving 
at least one of the shape, color pattern, color, scoring and form of the 
medicament as said word description. 

>2. The method of claim^ST, step (b) including the step of retrieving 
image data representative of at least one image of medicament as said 
attribute data, step (c) including the step of printing the prescription label with 
an image of the medicament as said medicament indicia. 



The method of claim 2@T the medicament having opposed faces, 
step (b) including the step of retrieving data representative of images of the 
opposed faces of the medicament. 
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A medicament-dispensing apparatus for filling a prescription^oT 
medicarft^nt including a designated amount of the medicament, said 
apparatus comprising: 

a attributesxlatabase including attribute data corresponding to at least 
one physical attribute of the prescription medicament of a 
prescription to be filled; 
a computer inclWJiHg means for accessing said attribute database for 
retrieving xauribute data therefrom corresponding to the 
prescription Eg pg^fjHed ; and 
a printer couplechwith^aid computer and operable to print a prescription 

label representative of the prescription, 
said computer including Vieans for activating said printer and print a 
prescription label witlq medicament indicia thereon corresponding 
to said attribute dats 



35. 

description of tf 



)aratu^ of claim 34, said attribute data including a word 
ment. 



The apparatus of claim said attribute data including at least 
one of the shape, color pattern, color, scoring and form of the medicament. 

>37. The apparatus of claim 34, said attribute data including image 
data representative of an image of the medicament, said medicament indicia 
including an image of the medicament. 
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Jo. The apparatus of claim ^T, the medicament having opposed 
faces, said medicament indicia including images of both said faces. 

The apparatus of claim 3fTsaid attribute data including at least 
one of the shape, color pattern, color, scoring and form of the medicament. 
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A prescription-filling apparatus for filling a prescription for a 
icam&ot including a designated amount of the medicament, said apparatus 
prising: 

a language database including language data corresponding to the 

prescription in a second language; 
a computer including means for accessing said language database for 
retrieving language data therefrom corresponding to the 
prescription to be filled; and 
a printer coupfedWith said computer and operable to print a prescription 

label refMsentative of the prescription, 
said computeVincluding means for activating said printer to print a 
prescription label with prescription data thereon corresponding to 
said second language. 



2*. The apparatus of claim £Q\ said computer including means for 
activating means for said printer to print a first prescription label in a first 
language and a second prescription label in said second language. 



4^. A method of filling a prescription for a medicament including a 
designateckamount of the medicament, said method comprising: 

(a) \receiving prescription data into a computer corresponding to a 
prescription to be filled in a first language, the prescription data 
incKjding data representative of the prescription medicament; 

comp|Liter t retrieving language data from a language 
je data being representative of the 
language; and 
label with prescription data thereon in said 
id in said second language. 



(b) 



(c) 



in 



prescripts 
printing a 
first language 



43. The method of clairi\42, step (c) including the step of printing a 
prescription label only in said secon^ language. 

44. The method of claim 42, step (c) including the step of printing a 
first label in said first language and a second label in said second language. 
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